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President Eisenhower believed developing new
technology to deliver nuclear weapons would help
prevent war. He also directed the CIA to use covert
operations in the struggle to contain communism.

Massive Retaliation

[ NIB(EY Eisenhower fought the Cold War by increasing the U.S.
nuclear arsenal and using the threat of nuclear war to end conflicts in Korea,
Taiwan, and the Suez.

HISTORY AND YOU Do you know anyone who uses threats to get his or
her way? Read further to learn about Eisenhower’s use of nuclear threats to
achieve foreign policy goals.

By the end of 1952, many Americans were ready for a change in
leadership. The Cold War had much to do with that attitude. Many
people believed that Truman’s foreign policy was not working. The
Soviet Union had tested an atomic bomb and consolidated its hold
on Eastern Europe. China had fallen to communism, and American
troops were fighting in Korea.

Tired of the criticism and uncertain he could win, Truman decided
not to run again. The Democrats nominated Adlai Stevenson, gover-
nor of Illinois. The Republicans chose Dwight D. Eisenhower, the
general who had organized the D-Day invasion. Stevenson had no
chance against a national hero who had helped win World War II.
Americans wanted someone they could trust to lead the nation in
the Cold War. Eisenhower won in a landslide.

“More Bang for the Buck”

The Cold War shaped Eisenhower’s thinking from the moment
he took office. He was convinced that the key to victory in the Cold
War was not simply military might but also a strong economy. The
United States had to show the world that free enterprise could pro-
duce a better society than communism. At the same time, economic
prosperity would prevent Communists from gaining support in the
United States and protect society from subversion.

As a professional soldier, Eisenhower knew the costs associated
with large-scale conventional war. Preparing for that kind of warfare,
he believed, was too expensive.”We cannot defend the nation in a
way which will exhaust our economy,” the president declared. Instead
of maintaining a large and expensive army, the nation“must be pre-
pared to use atomic weapons in all forms.” Nuclear weapons, he said,
gave“more bang for the buck.”
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Cold War Technology President
Eisenhower’s emphasis on nuclear
weapons required new technology
to deliver them. Eisenhower wanted
to make sure that the United States
could wage nuclear war even if the
Soviets destroyed American bases in
Europe or Asia. This required tech-
nology that would allow the U.S.

to strike the USSR without needing
bases in Europe.

. > ICBMs

Because bombers could be shot down,
B SR O Eisenhower also approved the develop-
A Long-Range Bombers ment of intercontinental ballistic missiles
(ICBMs) that could reach anywhere in the
world in less than 30 minutes. The Atlas
missile (right) was the first American
ICBM. It was also used to launch the first
seven U.S. astronauts. It is still used today

Sixteen missiles i

located here. , the huge B-52 bomber (above),
it which could fly across continents to

drop nuclear bombs. The B-52 is still

IRliog toray: to launch satellites.
jr—
< Missile Submarines Analyzing
Eisenhower also began a pro- 1. Determining Cause and Effect How did

gram to build submarines
capable of launching nuclear
missiles from underwater. The

Eisenhower’s nuclear strategy lead to the
development of new technologies?

Polaris submarine (left) 2. Defining What is an ICBM and what is its
launched in 1960 and carried purpose? :_
16 nuclear missiles. \ R R ST TR RO

The Korean War had convinced Eisenhower John Foster Dulles, the dominant figure in the
that the United States could not contain com- nation’s foreign policy in the 1950s, strongly
munism by fighting a series of small wars. defended this approach:

Such wars were unpopular and too expensive.
Instead, wars had to be prevented from hap-  LRIMARY SOURCE

pening in the first place. The best way to do  “You have to take chances for peace, just as you must
that seemed to be to threaten to use nuclear take chances in war. Some say that we were brought
weapons. This policy came to be called  to the verge of war. Of course we were brought to the
massive retaliation. verge of war. The ability to get to the verge without

The new policy enabled Eisenhower to cut getting into the war is the necessary art.. ... If you try
military spending from $50 billion to $34 bil- to run away from it, if you are scared to go to the
lion. He did this by reducing the size of the brink, you are lost. We've had to look it square in the

: ; . ey face. .. .We walked to the brink and we looked it in
army, which was expensive to maintain. At the e
i ; the face. We took strong action.

same time, he increased the U.S. nuclear arse- P .
nal from about 1,000 bombs in 1953 to about —quoted in Rise to Globalism

18,000 bombs in 1961.
Critics called this brinkmanship—the

willingness to go to the brink of war to force

BrlnkmaHShlp the other side to back down—and argued that

President Eisenhower’s willingness to it was too dangerous. During several crises,
threaten nuclear war to maintain peace wor- however, President Eisenhower felt compelled
ried some people. However, Secretary of State to threaten nuclear war.
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Eisenhower had said, “I shall go to Korea,

The Korean War Ends

During his campaign for the presidency,

”

promising to end the costly and increasingly
unpopular war. On December 4, 1952, he kept

¢ his promise. Bundled against the freezing
the skill activity. ;

Korean winter, the president-elect talked with
frontline commanders and their troops.

Eisenhower became convinced that the
ongoing battle was costing too many lives and
bringing too few victories. He was determined
to bring the war to an end. The president then
quietly let the Chinese know that the United
States might continue the Korean War “under
circumstances of our own choosing”—a hint
at a nuclear attack.

The threat to go to the brink of nuclear war
seemed to work. In July 1953 negotiators
signed an armistice. The battle line between
the two sides in Korea, which was very near
the prewar boundary, became the border
between North Korea and South Korea. A
“demilitarized zone” (DMZ) separated them.
American troops are still based in Korea, help-
ing to defend South Korea’s border. There has
never been a peace treaty to end the war.

The Taiwan Crisis

Shortly after the Korean War ended, a new
crisis erupted in Asia. Although Communists
had taken power in mainland China, the
Nationalists still controlled Taiwan and several
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Sputnik Launches a
Space Race

As the United States began to develop ICBMs,
Americans were stunned to discover that the Soviet
Union already had them. On October 4, 1957, the
Soviets demonstrated this technology by launching
Sputnik, the first artificial satellite to orbit Earth.

Worried that the United States was falling behind,
Congress created the National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA) to coordinate missile research
and space exploration. It also passed the National
Defense Education Act (NDEA), which provided
funds for education in science, math, and foreign
languages.

Sputnik marked the beginning of a new era—the
use of satellites in space. Both nations in the Cold
War began launching satellites to assist in communi-
cations and to spy on the other nation. Today, satel-
lites are a vital part of modern communications and
travel. They transmit television and cell phone signals,
and the satellites of the Global Positioning System
(GPS) help ships and airplanes to navigate. Hikers and
drivers can also buy GPS receivers to help determine
where they are.

ANALYZING HISTORY Do you think missile and
satellite technology helped prevent conflict dur-
ing the Cold War or made the Cold War worse?
Create a multimedia presentation on the Space
Race and how it has changed American society.

T

A Sputnik (above) was the world’s first
artificial satellite. It made news around
the world and launched the space race.

A Scientists prepare
the first U.S. satellite,
Explorer |, for launch
in 1958.

Sputnik, carried the first living creature
into orbit—an “astro” dog named Laika.
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small islands along China’s coast. In the fall of
1954, China threatened to seize two of the
islands. Eisenhower saw Taiwan as part of the
“anti-Communist barrier” in Asia that needed
to be protected at all costs.

When China began shelling the islands and
announced that Taiwan would be liberated,
Eisenhower asked Congress to authorize the
use of force to defend Taiwan. He then warned
the Chinese that any attack on Taiwan would
be resisted by U.S. naval forces stationed
nearby and hinted that they would use nuclear
weapons to stop an invasion. Soon afterward,
China backed down.

The Suez Crisis

The following year, a serious crisis erupted
in the Middle East. Eisenhower’s goal in that
region was to prevent Arab nations from align-
ing with the Soviet Union. To build support
among Arabs, Secretary of State Dulles offered
to help Egypt finance the construction of a
dam on the Nile River.

The deal ran into trouble in Congress, how-
ever, because Egypt had bought weapons from
Communist Czechoslovakia. Dulles was forced
to withdraw the offer. A week later, Egyptian
troops seized control of the Suez Canal from
the Anglo-French company that had controlled
it. The Egyptians intended to use the canal’s
profits to pay for the dam.

The British and French responded quickly
to the Suez Crisis. In October 1956, British and
French troops invaded Egypt. Eisenhower was
furious with Britain and France. The situation
became even more dangerous when the Soviet
Union threatened rocket attacks on Britain and
France and offered to send troops to help
Egypt. Eisenhower immediately put U.S.
nuclear forces on alert, noting,”If those fellows
start something, we may have to hit them—
and if necessary, with everything in the
bucket.”

Under strong pressure from the United
States, the British and French called off their
invasion. The Soviet Union had won a major
diplomatic victory, however, by supporting
Egypt. Soon afterward, other Arab nations
began accepting Soviet aid as well.

GRS [dentifying What was

brinkmanship?

Govert Operations

WALMEEEY Eisenhower directed the Central
Intelligence Agency to use covert operations to limit
the spread of communism and Soviet influence.

HISTORY AND YOU Do you enjoy reading spy nov-
els? Read on to learn of the development and work
of a spy agency in the United States.

President Eisenhower relied on brinkman-
ship on several occasions, but he knew it could
not work in all situations. It could prevent war,
but it could not, for example, prevent Com-
munists from staging revolutions within coun-
tries. To prevent Communist uprisings in other
countries, Eisenhower decided to use covert,
or hidden, operations conducted by the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA).

Many of the CIA’s operations took place in
developing nations—nations with primarily
agricultural economies. Many of these coun-
tries blamed European imperialism and
American capitalism for their problems. Their
leaders looked to the Soviet Union as a model
of how to industrialize their countries. They
often threatened to nationalize, or put under
government control, foreign businesses oper-
ating in their countries.

One way to stop developing nations from
moving into the Communist camp was to pro-
vide them with financial aid, as Eisenhower
had tried to do in Egypt. In some cases, how-
ever, where the threat of communism seemed
stronger, the CIA ran covert operations to
overthrow anti-American leaders and replace
them with pro-American leaders.

iran and Guatemala

Two examples of covert operations that
achieved U.S. objectives took place in Iran and
Guatemala. By 1953, Iranian Prime Minister
Mohammed Mossadegh had already national-
ized the Anglo-Tranian Oil Company. He
seemed ready to make an oil deal with the
Soviet Union. The pro-American Shah of Iran
tried to force Mossadegh out of office, but
failed and fled into exile. The CIA quickly sent
agents to organize street riots and arrange a
coup that ousted Mossadegh and returned the
shah to power.
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The following year, the CIA intervened in
Guatemala. In 1951, with Communist support,
Jacobo Arbenz Guzman was elected president
of Guatemala. His land-reform program took
over large estates and plantations, including
those of the American-owned United Fruit
Company. In May 1954, Communist
(zechoslovakia delivered arms to Guatemala.
The CIA responded by arming the Guatemalan
opposition and training them at secret camps
in Nicaragua and Honduras. Shortly after these
CIA-trained forces invaded Guatemala, Arbenz
Guzman left office.

Trouble in Eastern Europe

Covert operations did not always work as
Eisenhower hoped. Stalin died in 1953, and a
power struggle began in the Soviet Union. By
1956, Nikita Khrushchev had emerged as the
leader of the Soviet Union. That year,
Khrushchev delivered a secret speech to Soviet
officials. He attacked Stalin’s policies and
insisted that there were many ways to build a

communist society. Although the speech was
secret, the CIA obtained a copy of it. With
Eisenhower’s permission, the CIA arranged for
it to be broadcast to Eastern Europe.

Many Eastern Europeans had long been
frustrated with Communist rule. Hearing
Khrushchev’s speech further discredited com-
munism. In June 1956 riots erupted in Eastern
Europe. By late October, a full-scale uprising
had begun in Hungary. Although Khrushchev
was willing to tolerate greater freedom in
Eastern Europe, he had never meant to imply
that the Soviets would tolerate an end to com-
munism in the region. Soon after the uprising
began, Soviet tanks rolled into Budapest, the
capital of Hungary, and crushed the rebellion.

The Eisenhower Doctrine

The United States was not the only nation
using covert means to support its foreign policy.
President Gamal Abdel Nasser of Egypt had
emerged from the Suez crisis as a hero to the
Arab people, and by 1957 he had begun working

The U-2 Incident

In 1960, the Soviet Union shot down an American
U-2 spy plane in Soviet air space. The incident led
to a dramatic confrontation at the U.S-Soviet
summit in Paris in 1960.

4 Calling President Eisenhower
“a thief caught red-handed,”
Soviet Premier Khrushchev
warns the Paris summit that
further spy flights will lead

A The U-2 (above left) was
America’s most sophisticated
spy plane, able to fly higher
than any other plane at the

time. The pilot, Francis Gary
Powers (above right), was

captured but later released.

| 1. Paraphrasing What did Nikita Khrushchev say
. would be the result of further U.S. aerial spying?

2. Making Inferences Why was the U-2 used as
a spy plane?




with Jordan and Syria to spread pan-Arabism—the idea that all Arab
people should be united into one nation. Eisenhower and Dulles
worried about Nasser’s links to the Soviets and feared that he was
laying the groundwork to take control of the Middle East. In late
1957 Eisenhower asked Congress to authorize the use of military
force whenever the president thought it necessary to assist Middle
East nations resisting Communist aggression. The policy came to be
called the Eisenhower Doctrine. It essentially extended the Truman
Doctrine and the policy of containment to the Middle East.

In February 1958 Eisenhower’s concerns appeared to be con-
firmed when left-wing rebels, believed to be backed by Nasser and
the Soviet Union, seized power in Iraq. Fearing that his government
was next, the president of Lebanon asked the United States for help.
Eisenhower immediately ordered 5,000 marines to Lebanon to pro-
tect its capital, Beirut. At the same time, British forces went into
Jordan at the request of King Hussein to protect his government.
Once the situation stabilized, the U.S. forces withdrew.

A Spy Plane Is Shot Down

After the Hungarian uprising, Khrushchev reasserted Soviet
power and the superiority of communism. Although he had sup-
ported “peaceful coexistence” with capitalism, he began accusing
the“capitalist countries” of starting a“feverish arms race.”In 1957
after the launch of Sputnik, Khrushchev boasted, “We will bury
capitalism. ... Your grandchildren will live under communism.”

Late the following year, Khrushchev demanded the withdrawal
of Allied troops from West Berlin. Secretary of State Dulles rejected
Khrushchev’s demands. If the Soviets threatened Berlin, Dulles
announced, NATO would respond, “if need be by military force.”
Brinkmanship worked again, and Khrushchev backed down.

At Eisenhower’s invitation, Khrushchev visited the United
States in late 1959. After the success of that visit, the two leaders
agreed to hold a summit in Paris. A summit is a formal face-to-
face meeting of leaders from different countries to discuss impor-
tant issues.

Shortly before the summit was to begin in 1960, the Soviet Union
shot down an American U-2 spy plane. At first, Eisenhower claimed
that the aircraft was a weather plane that had strayed off course.
Then Khrushchev dramatically produced the pilot. Eisenhower
refused to apologize, saying the flights had protected American
security. In response, Khrushchev broke up the summit.

In this climate of heightened tension, President Eisenhower
prepared to leave office. In January 1961 he delivered a farewell
address to the nation. In the address, he pointed out that a new
relationship had developed between the military establishment
and the defense industry. He warned Americans to be on guard
against the influence of this military-industrial complex in a
democracy. Although he had avoided war and kept communism
contained, Eisenhower was also frustrated: “I confess I lay down
my official responsibility in this field with a definite sense of dis-
appointment. ... Iwish I could say that a lasting peace is in sight.”

LEELIAei RS Explaining In what nations did the United States
intervene with covert operations?

Vocabulary

1. Explain the significance of: massive retal-
iation, brinkmanship, covert, Central
Intelligence Agency, developing nation,
Sputnik, military-industrial complex.

Main Ideas

2. Summarizing Why did Eisenhower want
to depend on nuclear weapons instead of
traditional military approaches to war?

3. Defining What was the goal of the
Eisenhower Doctrine?

Critical Thinking

4. Big Ideas How did technology shape
Eisenhower's military policy?

5. Organizing Use a graphic organizer sim-
ilar to the one below to list Eisenhower's
strategies for containing communism.

Strategies for
Containing
Communism

s

6. Analyzing Visuals Study the photo-
graph of Khrushchev on page 558. How

- does this photograph illustrate the U.S.
and Soviet relationship at this point in the
Cold War?

Writing About History

7. Persuasive Writing Suppose that you
are a member of Eisenhower’s Cabinet.
Defend or attack brinkmanship as a for-
eign policy tactic. Be sure to provide spe-
cific reasons for your opinions.

History%ONfiﬁE
Study Central™ To review this section, go
to glencoe.com and click on Study Central.
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